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Development Effectiveness Conference

Draft Program

Date: 23rd – 24th June 2009 

Venue: Prague, Hotel Pyramida, Belohorska 24, 160 00 Praha 6 (www.hotelpyramida.cz)

OBJECTIVES of the Conference

· To offer a new space for introducing and discussing the current results and challenges of the global process on Civil Society Organizations (CSO) Development Effectiveness and thus to strengthen direct participation and ownership of different stakeholders.

· To offer new inputs and to bring new impetus for the global process.

· To jointly identify (CSOs, governments, donors, etc., both from developed and developing countries) key positive or negative aspects of CSO development effectiveness, to share best practices and to support formulation of framework principles and of a common vision for reaching required development results and impacts.

Context

During the first six months of 2009 the Czech Republic is holding the Presidency of the European Union. The Czech NGDO platform FoRS - Czech forum for development co-operation has chosen for its program during this period the topic of Civil Society Organizations Development Effectiveness. Czech NGDOs and FoRS, together with their partner organizations in the Czech Republic, in the EU and other regions of the world would like to contribute through their own experience to formulation of CSO principles of development effectiveness and thus actively join the global process of the Open Forum for CSO Development Effectiveness (www.cso-effectiveness.org). 
In the framework of the FoRS program, several activities with CSO development effectiveness (CSO DEFF) as the cross-cutting issue have been foreseen: expert seminars on sustainable technologies and sustainable development, migration and development and agriculture and food security; a roundtable on democratic governance organized in the framework of the international conference “Building Consensus about EU Policies on Democracy Support”; an international conference on development education and an international conference on CSO development effectiveness.
Preliminary Development Effectiveness Conference program includes several topics and strands:

· Introduction of the Czech and European contribution to the global CSO Development Effectiveness process: role of the FoRS Presidency project and European NGO Confederation for Relief and Development (CONCORD) members’ involvement in the Global Facilitation Group (GFG) and in the Open Forum on CSO Development Effectiveness. Understanding of development effectiveness from the point of view of developing countries´ representatives. 
· During thematic workshops on migration, agriculture and food security, inclusiveness, gender, good governance and sustainable technologies, Czech NGDOs will share their approaches and messages with participants from other countries. The chosen strategy is to use concrete examples / case studies of CSO projects for identifying specific or common principles of successes and failures and to confront such practical experience with generally accepted approaches to development cooperation and its effectiveness. Different processes of identifying development effectiveness principles will be also shared. 
· Based on the FoRS Case Study report – which will include all case studies and papers on different topics with the cross-cutting issue of CSO development effectiveness – and on the conclusions of the workshops, the drafting committee (including GFG members) will propose a Conference statement on CSO Development Effectiveness and launch a discussion at the end of Day One.

· A feedback (comments and recommendations) from other actors will be discussed at the beginning of Day Two.

· As a response to all inputs, we propose to finalize key conference messages in three working groups focused either on the same topic or on different CSO Development Effectiveness principles (e.g. partnership / shared responsibility, democratic ownership / inclusiveness, transparency / predictability) as identified by the participants.

· The final sessions are assigned for summarization of the conference results and for approval of the conference statement.

Working language:  English (translation to French and Spanish will be defined according to the necessity)
PROPOSED SIDE EVENTS:
June 21 – 22 

Meeting of the Global Facilitation Group (GFG) of the Open Forum for CSO Development Effectiveness
June 25

Meeting of the Working group on CSO development effectiveness of CONCORD (tbc)
June 25 (9.30 – 12.30)
Roundtable “Decent work for all” organized by the FoRS organization Zivot 90 (Life 90)
Venue: Zivot 90, Karoliny Svetle 18, Praha 1
Working language: Czech and English
Participants: HelpAge International, Ugandan NGO, the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Development Agency, International Labor Organization, etc.
More information on www.zivot90.cz, registration on oldrich.stanek@zivot90.cz
June 25

Meeting of the European Evaluation Society (tbc)

www.europeanevaluation.org 
Conference Draft Program
DAY 1




23rd June, 2009
Presentation of the Czech and CONCORD contribution to the global CSO Development Effectiveness process, inputs and feedback from developing countries
8.00 – 8.30
Registration 

8.30 - 9.00
Opening and welcome by FoRS and CZ MFA (tbc)
Welcome speech and presentation of the activities carried out within the FoRS presidency project and of the key messages.
9.00 - 10.30
Presentation of the global CSO development effectiveness process, its 


European level and the vision of developing countries
· Presentation of the global process of Open Forum for CSO Development Effectiveness 
· Presentation of the European level of the global process

· Presentation on behalf of the European NGDO platform CONCORD

· Presentation of existing European experiences with formulation of CSO DEFF 
principles (self-regulatory initiatives) by One World Trust
· Presentation by representatives from developing countries of their understanding of CSO DEFF and of their concrete examples of good and bad practices.
Key note speakers (GFG, Concord, One World Trust, developing countries) + discussion
10.30 – 10.50
Coffee Break

10.50 - 12.20
Thematic Workshops – sharing practical experience with development


effectiveness principles in CSO projects/case studies and with the 
process of formulating common principles
Workshops on: Sustainable technologies for sustainable development, Migration and development and Inclusive development. 3 presentations in each workshop + 30 min. panel discussion (FoRS + Europe + developing countries)
12.20 - 13.40
Lunch

13.40 - 15.10
Thematic Workshops – sharing practical experience with development


effectiveness  principles in CSO projects / case studies and with the
process of formulating common principles
Workshops on: Gender, Democratic governance, Agriculture and food security
3 presentations + 30 minutes panel discussion (FoRS + Europe + developing countries)
15.10 - 15.30 
Coffee Break

15.30 - 17.00
Summary of workshops and plenary discussion about the topics, 



identified development effectiveness principles and processes of 



identifying these common principles
6 reporters from the workshops + moderated discussion (6 x 10 minutes + discussion)
17.00 - 17.20
Coffee Break

17.20 - 18.20 
Official launch of the Case study report and presentation of draft 



Proposal of the Conference statement
FoRS + drafting committee (30 minutes), feedback from participants (30 minutes)
19.30

Dinner

Preparation for Day 2: Drafting committee – update of 1-3 key topics based on conference discussions
DAY 2




24th June, 2009
Multi-actors participation in CSO Development Effectiveness process
Proposals, inputs and feedback from conference participants

9.00 - 10.30
Multi-stakeholders debate on development effectiveness
Czech MFA/MF, European Commission, Other donor, CSO/GFG representative
Highlighting of the key development effectiveness aspects from the point of view of different stakeholders (4 x 15 minutes + 30 minutes discussion)
10.30 - 11.10
Coffee break and NGO market place 
10.30 - 11.10
Press conference (with FoRS leaders, key-note speakers and guests)

11.10 – 12.20 Working groups on key CSO development effectiveness principles -



finalization of the Conference statement

Based on updated draft statement and the previous presentation of key note speakers, 3 WGs will finalize either the same document or different parts of the statement; possible topics:

WG 1: Partnership? Own responsibility?

WG 2: Democratic ownership? Inclusiveness?

WG 3: Transparency? Predictability? Enabling environment?

12.20 - 13.40
Lunch

13.40 - 14.40
Proposal of final statement and open discussion (Plenary)
3 reporters from 3 working groups (3 x 10 minutes) + moderated discussion (30 minutes)
14.40 - 15.20
Coffee break 
15.20 - 16.30
Follow-up process and Approval of the conference statement
Key-note speaker: Continuation of multi-stakeholder process and enabling environment
Presentation of the final conference statement and its approval by participants
16.30 - 17.00
Conclusions of the conference
Wrap-up: FoRS and MFA
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This project is funded by the European Union and by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.
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